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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yumoto et al., U.S. Publication Number 2003/0080874 A1 (hereinafter Yumoto) and 
further in view of Kamieniecki, U.S. Publication Number 2003/0066080 Al 
(hereinafter Kamieniecki). 

Regarding claims 1, 6-7, 11-12, 16, 18-19 and 22, Yumoto teaches a remote 
control system including a mobile radio-signal terminal, a data server, and a network 
allowing said mobile radio-signal terminal and said data sender to communicate with 
each other there through (see paragraph 0053, lines 1-8, paragraph 0060, line 1 
through paragraph 0061, line 7, paragraph 0067, lines 1-12 and Fig. 1), wherein said 
mobile radio-signal terminal includes: a memory storing a plurality of remote-control 
codes therein (see paragraph 0078, line 1 through paragraph 0081, line 3 and Fig. 4); a 
signal transmitter which transmits a first remote-control signal to a target device, based 
on a remote-control code selected among said remote-control codes for causing said 
target device to carry out a desired operation (see paragraph 0084, line 1 through 
paragraph 0085, line 9, paragraph 0159, line 1 through paragraph 0161, line 9, 
paragraph 0182, lines 1-13 and Fig. 4); a signal receiver and a controller (see 
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paragraph 0084, line 1 through paragraph 0085. line 9, paragraph 0078, lines 1-3 and 
Fig. 4). 

Yumoto fails to explicitly teach a signal receiver which receives a second remote 
control signal indicative of a certain operation, from a terminal which remote controls 
said target device and a controller which determines a remote control code, based on 
said second remote-control signal having been received by said signal receiver, 
receives a set of remote-control codes from said data server, and stores the thus 
received set of remote-control codes in said memory as said plurality of remote-control 
codes, and wherein said data server receives said second remote-control signal, and 
transmits said set of remote-control codes associated with said target device and 
selected in accordance with said second remote-control signal, to said mobile radio- 
signal terminal. 

Kamieniecki, however, teaches a method and apparatus for controlling an 
electronic device, wherein an IR receiver receives an IR signal from a native remote 
control for controlling the electronic device and characteristics of the received IR signal 
are passed to a controller which determines a remote control code (see paragraph 
0037, lines 1-18, paragraph 0044, line 1 through paragraph 0045, line 11 and Figures 1 
& 2), based on said received IR signal having been received by said signal receiver, 
receives a set of remote-control codes from said data server, and stores the thus 
received set of remote-control codes in said memory as said plurality of remote-control 
codes (see paragraph 0045, line 1 through paragraph 0046, line 9, paragraph 0049, 
lines 1-9 and paragraph 0052, lines 1-7), and wherein said data server receives said 
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received IR signal, and transmits said set of remote-control codes associated with said 
target device and selected in accordance with said received IR signal (see paragraph 
0050, line 1 through paragraph 0052, line 7, paragraph 0027, line 1 through paragraph 
0028, line 8 and Fig. 1). Kamieniecki further teaches each of said transmitted and 
received remote-control signals is comprised of infra-red rays, said signal transmitter is 
comprised of infra-red ray irradiator, and said signal receiver is comprised of an infra- 
red ray receiver (see paragraph 0034, lines 1-9. paragraph 0037, line 1 through 
paragraph 0038, line 15 and Fig. 2). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Yumoto with Kamieniecki to include a signal receiver which 
receives a second remote control signal indicative of a certain operation, from a terminal 
which remote controls said target device and a controller which determines a remote 
control code, based on said second remote-control signal having been received by said 
signal receiver, receives a set of remote-control codes from said data server, and stores 
the thus received set of remote-control codes in said memory as said plurality of 
remote-control codes, and wherein said data server receives said second remote- 
control signal, and transmits said set of remote-control codes associated with said 
target device and selected in accordance with said second remote-control signal, to said 
mobile radio-signal terminal, in order for a user to gain the benefit of controlling a variety 
of electronic devices from different manufacturers without having to know how to 
manually program each device, or needing to consult the user's manual as per the 
teachings of Kamieniecki (see paragraph 0015, lines 1-18). 
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Regarding claims 5 and 10, Yumoto in view of Kamieniecl<i teaclies all the 
limitations of claims 1 and 7. Yumoto further teaches a remote-control system, wherein 
said mobile radio-signal terminal is comprised of a cellular phone (see paragraph 0066. 
line 1 through paragraph 0067, line 4 and Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 2, 8 and 15, Yumoto in view of Kamleniecki teaches all the 
limitations of claims 1, 7 and 12. Yumoto further teaches a remote-control system, 
wherein said set of remote-control codes include at least a category and a manufacturer 
of said target device (see paragraph 0177, line 1 through paragraph 0179, line 14). 

Regarding claim 4, Yumoto in view of Kamleniecki teaches all the limitations of 
claim 1. Yumoto further teaches a remote-control system, wherein said controller 
includes a signal producer which produces said first remote-control signal, based on 
said remote-control code having been read out of memory (see paragraph 0078, line 1 
through paragraph 0081 , line 3). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Yumoto in view of Kamleniecki teaches all the 
limitations of claims 1 and 7. Kamieniecki further teaches a remote-control system, 
wherein said controller includes a sampler which samples said second remote-control 
signal having being received by said signal receiver, and determines a remote-control 
code, based on the thus sampled second remote-control signal (see paragraph 0037, 
line 1 through paragraph 0038, lines 15). 

Regarding claim 13, Yumoto in view of Kamieniecki teaches all the limitations of 
claim 12. Kamieniecki further teaches a method, wherein a user actuates a 
predetermined key of a remote-controller used for remote-controlling said target device 
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(see paragraph 0031, lines 1-13, paragrapli 0037, lines 12-18 and paragraph 0037, 
lines 1-4). 

Regarding claims 14 and 20, Yumoto in view of Kamieniecki teaches all the 
limitations of claims 12 and 19. Yumoto further teaches a program and method, further 
comprising the step of converting said remote-control signal into a digital data, which is 
transmitted from said mobile radio-signal terminal to said data server (see paragraph 
0159, lines 1-16 and paragraph 0140, lines 1-21). 

Regarding claims 17 and 21, Yumoto in view of Kamieniecki teaches all the 
limitations of claims 12 and 19. Yumoto further teaches a program and method, further 
comprising the step of transmitting said remote-control data from said mobile radio- 
signal terminal to said target device for remote-controlling said target device (see 
paragraph 0159, line 1 through paragraph 0161, line 9 and paragraph 0182, lines 1-13). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Silen etal., U.S. Publication Number 2002/0045442 A1 discloses method and 
telecommunications network for controlling an external device. 

Nobusawa etal., U.S. Publication Number 2005/0054337 A1 discloses mobile 
telephone with remote-controlling capability, remote-controlling method and system 
therefor. 
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Grannan, U.S. Publication Number 2004/0203387 A1 discloses system and 
method for controlling appliances with a wireless data enabled remote control. 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony S. Addy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7795. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Mon-Thur 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Anthony S. Acldy 
October 13, 2005 
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